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Minutes 
 

 Of the Meeting held on Tuesday 15th May 2012 at 7.30 pm – at St. Ives Town Hall 
 

Present:  
  Colin Saunderson (CS) : Chair, St. Ives TC & Fenstanton PC 

Julie Seamark  (JS) : Earith PC 
Margaret Lumb         (ML) : Bluntisham PC 
Brian Burpitt  (BB) : Earith Speedwatch 
Jeff Nicholls  (JN) : Earith PC 
Julie Seamark  (JS) : Earith PC 
Dave McCandless (DM) : Speedwatch 
Gill Prangnell  (GP) : Colne PC 
Terry Rogers  (TR) : HDC 
Roy Fountain  (RF) : Needingworth PC 
Kate Williams  (KW) : Hemingford Grey PC 
Andy Bush  (AB) : Hilton PC 
Owen McLaughlin (OM) : Secretary 

   
 
1 Welcomes & Apologies  
 
The Chair welcomed Andy Bush from Hilton PC. 
 
Apologies had been received from the following; Lesley Craig, Mike Newman, Jean Chandler, Noel Baker 
 
2 Minutes - To approve Minutes of  meeting on 20th March 2012 
 
The minutes of the meeting held on March 20th were approved without further amendment.  
 
3 Matters arising from the Minutes 
 
All matters arising are covered by agenda items. 
 
4 Correspondence 

Email from Ian Winfield re: Cats Eyes on A1123; 

An update on the current position. 
  



The A1123 St Ives road has not received funding for re-surfacing at this time. 
 Along with help from the road safety we did replace all the cats eyes along this stretch from Hartford roundabout to St 
Ives at the beginning of the year. I am also in the process of identifying areas of lining along this section  that require  
refreshing. 
  
I hope that this  information is helpful but if you have any further question then please contact me . 
  
Regards  
  
 Ian Winfield  
Highways Supervisor  

Donation from Colne PC 

A £25 donation to the RSC has been received from Colne PC. A thank you letter has been sent to the clerk. 
 
Cheque from Kings Ripton PC 
 
A cheque for £17 for bin stickers was received from Kings Ripton PC. 
 
Letter from Somersham PC 
 
The clerk of Somersham PC wrote to the RSC returning the invoice for £20.40 for bin stickers. The letter stated that they 
believed this had been issued in error as no stickers had been ordered by Somersham PC. 
 
5 Neighbourhood Forums 
 
This item will be taken together with Item 9 which will discuss the proposed reorganization of the Forums. 
 
6 Review of Active Items 
 
Item 4 B1040 Wheatsheaf Junction – Map#5 (aka Mushroom Farm) 
Issue County used to have this high on their priority list, but it seems to have slipped off there since 

the speed-cameras went in and some improvement was noticed. From a Road Safety point of 
view it is not closed and not all accidents are being recorded.  This speed camera is now active. 

Comment ML reported that Envar have got planning permission to change their entry points. If they make 
a profit they will help with a roundabout. This could happen within 5 years.  
The meeting agreed this should remain open as this junction remains very dangerous. 

Item 31 Hill Rise / Houghton Road  - Maps #17 & #31 (New maps needed) 
Issue The Hill Rise development has alleviated most of the original problems but there is still concern 

about the pedestrian crossing at Elm Drive. Lots of children use this. There is a waiting area but 
there are no rails. The problems arise when too many children use it at once. 

Comment CS has taken some photos to illustrate the problems. 
DM asked if any approach had been made to the school to advise the children on how best to 
cross.  

Item 32 Market Street / Station Road St. Ives – Map #46 
Issue The corner is very tight so that buses going round it completely block the road. Whenever a 

disabled driver parks outside Petzone it can bring traffic to a halt. This means virtually the 
whole of the one way system around the Quadrant.  
A Safety Audit was commissioned following a proposal for a new bus stop 

Comment CS reported that a lot had been happening. It had been a real battle. 
A Safety Audit report was commissioned on the recommendation of the police. A practical test 
has also been carried out. According to Petzone it was a shambles with a bus mounting the 
pavement. However, the council are standing their ground.  But when a safety audit has been 
done it is possible to make an FOI request for information on the trial which will be done. 



 
 
 
7 Review of Remaining Items  
 
Item 5: Earith Safety Issues:  JS reported no real change. There have been discussions with HDC and there will definitely 
be a roundabout on the A1123. There may be something in the pipeline. TR added that road will be built first before the 
housing development and at the northern end there will be a T-junction. Arguments are still pending regarding a possible 
HCV ban on Colne Road. Also extending the 30mph zone to the new roundabout has not yet been agreed.   
JS said there would need to be some slowing mechanism along this route.  
 
Item 6: Low Road Speed Limit. No change here. It is still a hotspot that the police can’t enforce in. Speedwatch say there 
are a minimum of 75 speeding vehicles in an hour.  It is a real problem for the community who live there as they are 
unable to cross the road safely. 
 
Item 14: Disabled Parking. One of few benefits resulting from the new bus stop proposal is that disabled parking will be 
banned here. 
 
Item 25: Harrison Way roundabout. CS had heard a rumour that St. Ives in Bloom want to put a boat on it and redesign 
the roundabout.  
 
8 SpeedWatch Update    -    Report from David McCandless: 
 
DW commented on the Speedwatch results up to the end of April. There had been no significant change in the number of 
people speeding but the speeders are going faster. Speedwatch had lost the police laser gun support and this sector has lost 
2 policemen.  They still have the administrative support for letters but have lost kerbside support which is important in 
giving Speedwatch more official status.  
 
DM said that he had complained to the police authority and had attended a meeting chaired by Victor Lucas.  Victor 
Lucas is taking this up and is trying to find out where kerbside support can be got.  
 
The good news is that Speedwatch are getting new teams.  They have gone from 7 teams in 2010 to 16 in 2012. This is 
mainly because people are more worried about the increasing speeds. Recent Earith sessions have recorded very high 
speeds.  
 
Speedwatch will respond to any requests for monitoring.  
 
 
9 Proposal for Joint Committees 

 
There was a discussion about the possible implications for the RSC resulting from the mutation of the Neighbourhood 
Forums into Local Joint Committees. Nine committee areas have been proposed within Huntingdonshire and membership 
will consist of representatives from the three tiers of local government.  
 
While there is still uncertainty over the final composition and remit of these new bodies there are clearly some matters for 
concern. Firstly, the parish councils who are entitled to membership of the St. Ives RSC will be split over 4 of the new 
areas.  At the moment membership is split over just 2 Neighbourhood Forums and it is possible for RSC representatives  
to attend both.  
 
Secondly it is likely that road safety would have a lower profile. There is no permanent role for the police and only an 
aspiration to liaise with other community groups. There is no suggestion that the RSC would be able to propose agenda 
items. 
 
ML said that Bluntisham PC had briefly discussed these proposals.  



CS added that Speedwatch are concerned about it, although some people hold the view that Speedwatch and Road Safety 
have hijacked the Forums for their own interests.  DM said that this view was wrong because police priorities are not set 
or settable.  
 
There was general agreement that the police no longer seem to attend PC meetings. AB said that Hilton don’t invite them 
anymore and RF said they hadn’t been to Needingworth for years.   
CS said the view of Fenstanton on the proposals was pretty negative.  TR advised sending  a letter to Terry Parker saying 
that the RSC would like to be represented on the St. Ives Forum group. Habbiba Ali should also be copied in. CS agreed 
and said we should ask for clarification of the proposals and representation on the new bodies for both the St. Ives and 
Ramsey areas. 
Action: OM to write to Terry Parker along the lines suggested. 
 
Some questions arose. ML asked what would happen when a police commissioner was appointed. 
DM posed the question;  Should  the RSC itself be changing to conform to the new reality? 

 
10 County Council HCV Initiative 

 
BB reported that all the testing has been done apart from one noise measurement in Cottenham and two particulate 
samples. Dry weather is needed for the particulates. All the data collected so far has been sent off to Aspen Environmental 
for analysis.  
 
OM mentioned a recent report from MIT which analysed the particulate pollution levels in the UK from all sources. The 
conclusion was that transport pollution contributed to about 7500 early deaths every year. 
 
Action: OM to circulate a synopsis of this article.  
 

 
11 Effect of Budget Cuts on Road Safety 
 
A recent report from the Parliamentary Advisory Council for Transport Safety entitled ‘Checking the Health of Road 
Safety’ had highlighted the problems caused by a general reduction in road safety budgets and the lack of leadership from 
central government. There was much local evidence to support this. 
 
CS said that Wimpole have been trying to get Speedwatch signs with no luck. Also, another PC can’t get dropped kerbs. 
But the biggest problem seems to be proliferation of potholes which are a real danger. DM has provided some evidence of 
this. 
ML thought that the RSC should comment on this report. 
 
Action: OM to compose a letter together with DM 
 

 
12 Reports from Members 
 
BB, Earith.  The St. Ives Town Plan has an item on a future bypass for the town. Has anything been done here? CS replied 
that the St. Ives Northern bypass had been mooted for years. There are 3 bodies looking at this.  BB said his interest had 
been aroused because of the Ely bypass proposal.  
 
AB, Hilton.  Hilton are trying to get permanent speed camera signs on the village boundary. They are looking for sources 
of funding. There are some Speedwatch bins out as well.  
 
TR, HDC.  There was a CC review of the Latta’s Farm application in January. It concluded that more environmental 
studies were needed. There will be another meeting soon. It is being considered as part of the Minerals and Waste 
strategy.  
 



JS, Earith. The PC had put in two bids for funding and the clerk had given a presentation on one of them which was the 
bid for the pedestrian crossing improvements.  They are waiting for the outcome on that. This may help with speed 
reduction.  
The second bid to reduce the speed limit between the bridges has not been abandoned and the PC will try again if 
possible.  
 
JN, Earith. There has been some progress on the problems with manholes and pavements. Some manhole covers have 
been fixed and others have been marked for action.  Some pavement problems have also been sorted out.  
 
ML, Bluntisham.  The bid for some countdown signs for Wood End was thrown out.  The proposal was costed at £4000. 
The reason given was that not enough of the village precept had been spent on village roads. No more interactive signs 
will be issued according to Emma Murden. (JS commented that precept spending  did not seem to be a factor in Earith). 
For the Wyton crossing barriers are not being considered. CS said this bothered him as well. In St. Ives they have actually 
removed a barrier. Railings seem to be vanishing as well. We should also find out what the spending criteria are for the 
villages should be spending.  
Action: ML to investigate this. 
 
RF, Needingworth. Asked what is happening with the roadworks on the B1050 between Earith & Willingham as any 
closure would seriously affect people? ML thought they couldn’t decide what to do. JS believed they are still looking into 
costings for different options.  
 

 
13 AOB 

 
Road Safety Partnership: 
DM reported that Richard Preston had gone from the RSP. Amanda May has now taken over. 
 
Speedwatch Signs: 
Action. DM to pursue the issue of the Wimpole Speedwatch signs. 
GP added that they had discussed this at their PC and they would like to acquire some signs as well. 
 
20 MPH Signs: 
DM requested that people still check their flashing 20mph signs outside schools. If they are not flashing then the limit is 
not in force. KW wondered why don’t the schools take some responsibility for this? It is really a school’s problem. 
 
Motorway Speed Limits: 
OM brought up the subject of the consultation on increasing motorway speed limits to 80mph. A brief discussion followed 
with the unanimous conclusion that this measure would effectively raise the limit to 90mph because of the ACPO 
guidelines for action. (10% + 2mph)  
Action: OM to compose a letter from the RSC stating their objections. 
 
Speed Limit Setting: 
KW said they had not received any further guidance on setting speed limits under the new localism agenda. 
Action: OM to send KW the original guidance document on setting limits 
 

 
14 Next Meeting - July 17th 
 

 


